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[Abstract]

Clinical veterinarians (CVs) and livestock hygiene service center veterinarians (LVs) play
a central role in the provision of animal health and management services to dairy farmers. The
objective of this study was to survey the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of bovine mastitis in
Japanese CVs and LVs. Questionnaires were answered by 308 veterinarians. The questionnaires
included questions about consciousness for the mastitis, characteristic of farmers, diagnosis,
treatment and prevention of mastitis, the future of mastitis control and self-evaluation for mastitis.
Although 96.8% of veterinarians showed the will to make efforts for mastitis control, 92.5% of them
pointed out that the problem of the mastitis was consciousness of the farmers. The techniques of
diagnosis and treatment for mastitis are changing, and the management for pathogenic factor or
host factor has improve by the recent development of techniques. On the other hand, about 60% of
veterinarians had weak point awareness toward treatment and prevention of the mastitis. Because
many veterinarians are weak in the management of the environmental factors such as milking
systems, it is important that livestock-related organization cooperates closely with each other for
mastitis control.

Key words: dairy farm, mastitis control, questionnaire, veterinarian
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