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WHAT EPIDEMIOLOGY CAN OFFER FOR LIVESTOCK FARMING
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[Abstract)

A nation-wide questionnaire survey on epidemiology conducted by the Society of Farm Animal in Infectious
Diseases revealed several issues such as the level of understanding of epidemiology, the extent of its use, and
digitization of data, as well as the epidemiological methods needed in the field of livestock production across
Japan. Based on this, the present paper described focusing on the outcomes brought about by the use of
epidemiology. The outcomes included 'understanding the occurrence and characteristics of diseases in an easy-to-
understand manner', 'reducing diseases by knowing the causes of disease outbreaks in the population', 'shifting to
simpler, safer, and cheaper diagnostic methods', 'verifying economic damage and the cost-effectiveness of
countermeasures,' 'discussing problems in a participatory manner and come up with acceptable solutions,' and 'to
be able to expect smart data utilization in organizations.' As digital transformation progresses, the use of
epidemiology at livestock production sites will become increasingly important.
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